University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

4-3-2009

UM library celebrates 100 years as federal depository
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM library celebrates 100 years as
federal depository" (2009). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 21444.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/21444

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

The University of

Montana

UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA. MT 59812 • 406.243.2522 • FAX: 406.243.4520

April 3, 2009
Contact: Betsy Delassio, UM Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library, 406-243-6049,
elizabeth.dalessio@umontana.edu.
UM LIBRARY CELEBRATES 100 YEARS AS FEDERAL DEPOSITORY
MISSOULA One hundred years ago, the library at The University of Montana was designated a
federal depository library. This means the library receives publications from the U.S.
Government Printing Office and makes them available to the public.
The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library will celebrate this century of sendee with
several events that are free and open to the public April 7-9.
A panel discussion titled “Government Information Producers and Consumers5' will be
held from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, April 7, in the library’s Theta Rho Room on Level 4.
The event will address the specific ways people use government information, agency
perspectives on generating this information and the value of public access to government
publications. The panel will feature Vicki Watson of the Department of Environmental Studies,
Wade Davies of the Department of Native American Studies and Kevin McKelvey of the U.S.
Forest Service’s Rocky Mountain Research Station.
An official Centennial Celebration will be held from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in the library’s
main lobby on Wednesday, April 8. The event will feature brief remarks by Robin HaunMohamed of the U.S. Government Printing Office. Refreshments will be provided.

Then a program titled “'Government 2.0: Keep Up Talk Back will be held from 7 to 9
p.m. Thursday, April 9, in the large meeting room of the Missoula Public Library. Government
Information Librarian Jennie Burroughs will speak.
This program will cover some of the most exciting new methods available to keep up
with the work of government and send in feedback. Participants will come away with new tools
for tracking upcoming laws and regulations, following the activities of agencies and their
legislators, and following the money.
The Mansfield Library is one of nearly 1,250 libraries in the Federal Depository Library
Program. The library provides research assistance to support use of the government publications
and endeavors to preserve access to those materials for the long term.
UM’s library was designated the regional depositor}7for the state of Montana in 1965. As
such, the library is charged with retaining copies of all federal publications in perpetuity and
guiding the efforts of the other 11 federal depository libraries in Montana.
The library’s federal publications collection includes a broad range o f materials, such as
published hearings from Congress, annual reports of executive branch agencies, statistical
publications from the U.S. Census Bureau and scientific reports produced by the Forest Service
and U.S. Geological Survey.
People will find countless gems in the collection, including reports from explorations of
the Arctic, ethnographic studies of North American tribes, World War II-era pamphlets with
guidance on rationing and statistics on women working in factories in the late 19th century. The
library also supports user access to Web-based resources such as http://regulations.gov,
http://science.gov. GPO Access and American FactFinder. The library also provides expert
assistance in tracking down and using government information.
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